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EMMA STRAUB

open sides of the white wooden gazebo at the grassy island's center.

The professional hair washing was a relic from her mother's gener-

ation, and an affectation that her own mother had not possessed,

and yet, there it was. It was not a pricey indulgence, if weighed
against the cost of proper conditioner. On every eighth Monday,
Birdie also gave Astrid a trim. Nancy had given slightly better hair-
cuts, but Birdie was better with the shampoo, and Astrid had never

been vain, only practical. Anyway, Nancy had retired and Astrid
hadn't missed her. Birdie was from Texas, and her parents were

from Mexico, and Astrid thought of her as human sunshine: bright,
warm, sometimes harsh, but always good for one's mood.

It was the end of the summer, which meant that soon, from
Monday to Friday, Clapham would belong to the year-rounders

again. Kids would go back to school, and the summer inhabit-
ants would go back to being weekend inhabitants, and life would
return to its quieter pace. Astrid inspected her skin for spots. Ticks
and skin cancer were the twin fears of anyone who spent time
outdoors in the Hudson Valley, certainly for those over the age

of twenty-flve. In the rearview mirror, Astrid watched Clapham
go about its morning routines: Women with rolled-up yoga mats

plodded slowly out of the municipal hall, well-off summer resi-

dents strolled the sidewalks, looking for something to buy that
they had somehow missed during the last three months, locals

sat drinking coffee at the counter at Spiro's and at Croissant City,
where every sixty-five-year-old man in Clapham could be found
with a newspaper at 73o A.M., seven days a week. Frank, who
owned the hardware store, which sold everything from window
fans and fresh eggs to batteries and a small collection of DVDs,
was standing beneath his awning as his teenage son pulled up the
iron gate. The small shops that sold T-shirts and sweatshirts that
read clepHau in large block letters didn't open until noon. The
fanciest clothing store on Main Street, Boutique Etc?, whose name
Astrid had always found both grammatically and philosophically
irritating, opened at noon, too, which Astrid knew because she

begrudgingly bought most of her clothing there.
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Astrid let her eyes wander to the eyesore,

Clapham resident, both year-round and suL

unweildy, trapezoidal building that had bt

the large space inside totally bare except 1

by the most recent tenant: a ladder, two ca

overstuffed garbage bags. There was a Sok

with a telephone number, but the telephone r

been disconnected. The county records, rvl

anyone who cared to look - and Astrid had
ing had indeed been sold e year ago, but n(

and whoever it was, they'd done nothing bt
proliferate. What went in was important: I
store, or a national chain, it would be war.
town as the residents knew it. Ifhen Rite ,
to Clapham proper but to the outskirts of tc
pharmacy, people lost their minds. Astrid sti

sHop sMALr sign in the dirt next to her m:
own money making the signs and distribut
had been in the village itself ? Astrid couldn'r
who bought the building didn't know or dir

be riots in the street, and Astrid would carrr
Because the storefront was on the easti

about, the direction from which most cars

large empty windows were what welcomed I

sorry state of affairs. At least Sal's Pizzeria, c

charming, with its red-and-white-tiled wall:
with a portrait of its mustachioed propriero

Barbara was standing on the sidewalk, lt
in front of Shear Beauty. Her car, a green Sr

a 'My Other Car Is a Cat' bumper sticker. r

the municipal building, which held the ma1-c

school, yoga classes, and the winter farmers'
things. Vas she getting back into her car i
Vas she looking across the street, squintin
if it would offer any new information? Astr
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I,MMA STRAUR

She watched as Bartrara stepped around the front bumper of her

car and into the street, :rnd then Astr:id continued to watch as

rhe yellorv sixty-for-rr-seat Clapham Junior F{igh School bus came

barreling down the street, knocking Barbara down as neatly and

qirietly as her grandsons' toy soldiers. Astrid snapped the visor
closed and leapt or-rt of the car. By the time she'd crossed the stre et,

half a dozen people had already gathered. There was blood, but

nothing gor:ier rhan a twelve-year-old cou[d see on net\ rork televi-

sion.;\strid had seen death up close hefore, but not like this, not
on the street like a raccoon.

'lt lvas empty,' Randnll said. He owned the gas station, which
nrade him an easy authority on vehicles.'Except for the driver.
No kids.'

'Shoul,.l I cover: her up? I shouldn't cover her up, should I?

Should I?'snid [.ouise, lvho tilught the yoga class, a rather dim,
srveet gir[ who couldn't remember her leits and rights.

'l've got the police,'said a nervous-looking rnan, which was, of
course, the riglrt thing to do, even though the police station was

two blocl<s ow;1v! .rnd clearly there r,r,as nothing for the police to
do, at least r.rot lor Barbara.'Hel1o,'I-re said, into the phone, tnrn-
ing au,ay, as if to shield the other bystanders frorn what was still
on the pavement. 'There's been an accident.'

'Oh, for Chrissakes,'Birdie said, colxing out of her sirop. She

sau, Astrid and pr:lled her aside. They clutched each other's elbows

and stood there in sile nce until the police arrived, at which point
Astrid otfered Barbara's husband's phone number and address.

She'd always kept an organized address book, and this was r.vhy,

jr.rst in case. Tire Elvl'I's scoope d Barbara's body up and put her on
the stretcl-rer, an Lrnflippable pancake. $7hen the ambulance had

gone , Birdie pushed Astrid ge ntly toward the salon's door.

Shear Beiruty had made sonre improvenlents over the years) some

artempts at modernization. -fhe mirrors rvere frameless, and

the walipaper was silver r.l'ith a gray geoLnetric pattern, all of
ir meant to make the place seenr sophisticated, which it wasn't

AI,I, ADULlS IIL!.:

particular[y. Birdie never could 1et go of ::-.
por.rrri in tire bathroom or the embroider.: .

at the entrance, lf someone u,anted a firnc r:
come to find one.

'l can't believe it,' Astrid said, She se r ::.:
bench. The salon was empty, as it alu'als r,,..
She:rr Beauty rvas closed to the public. 'l ;,,
shock, I'm definitely in shock. Listen to m:l l
tional.' She stopped. Am I having an ane u:.,

'You're not havingi an aneurysm. Those:.
Birdie gently guided Astnd by the elbou. : :
sink. 'Iust try to relax.' Birdie also cur h..:'
the assisted living facility on the edge ol rh. (

she had a certirin sangfroid approach t() ::-.:
one shuf{Iecl, in the end. Astrid sat and le.: :-
touchecl the cold porcelain of the sink. Sht :
tened to Birdie turn on the \.,arm waref. :.:
against her harrd.

If Randall was right and the bus hac r.,
important. Astrid had three children and r:-.:.
even if she hadn't, the loss of a child \\'r1s :.:
followed closely by a young parent! fol1ori.:
ers, sitting presidents, movie stars, and er e :. .

age - Astrid's and Barbara's - were too . -
tragedy, and seeing as Barbara had no cl:r:: .
were bound to call it a blessing, that is r' ..'.

school bus hadn't run down someone e1se. E-.:

to Barbara. She'd had a husband, and c.-.:. :
guard at the elementary school decades r:: ,

least it wdsn't her corner, Astrid thougir:. .

scratche d her scalp with her: short nails.
\7hat was Barbara thinking about. \\ r.r-:

toward her? Why had she parked there ;:.* '
What was on her iist to do that dar,? \s:::: ,

pir-rg on her neck and her blor-rse.
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I,MNIA S tI{AU i]

'Are you all right?' Birdie asked, nroving a towel onto Astricl's
shoulders"

'No,' Astrid said, 'l don't think so. I didn't e1,en - you know
this - I clidr-r't even like Barbara. I just feel a little, well, shaken.'

'Well, in that case,' Birdie saicl, walking arouncl to the front of
the chair, crouchir-rg down so that she ancl ,\strid were at eye level.
'[et's go into the back.' Birdie's mouth was a straight line, as steacl,v

as a Catholic schoolteacher. She always had a solution.
Astrid nodded slowly and of fered Birdie her hand. They walked

around the half r.l,all berhind the sink, into the rr>om'*,here an

eve brow-less young woman namecl Jessica waxed off other people's

body hair three days a week, and lay down next to each other on

the twin-size mattressl Astricl on her bacl< and Birdie propped up

on an elbclw. Astrid r-:losed her eves, suddenly exharsted. As usual,
because irfter so long, there was a certairr rhythm and sequence to
rvh:rt w'ould Lrnfolcl, Birdie started softly kissrng Astrid's cheeks

and ears and neck, e verything but her mouth, br,rt today was dif-
fer:ent, :rnd Asrrid reached r-rp and pullecl Bir:die's rnouth straight tc)

her o'nr.n. l'here u,as rro tinrt'to waste, not in this life. There were

alu,a-vs urore school buses - how many times did a person have to
be remindecl? Tl'ris tirne, it r.vas clear. She was a sixty-eight-year-
old widorv. Better late than never.

2

Taxi TV

Cecelia sat between her parents in the bacl

smelled like body odor soup. Amtrak required

ers between the ages of thirteen and fifteen to j

of hoops, one of which was being escorted (

adult. The afrangement was supposed to be fi
call a spade a spade. She was thirteen and had r

It was witness protection, more or less, Her s<

her, not officially. It was more an agreement

way people's parents did on television, right b

divorce. It was something Cecelia had said alr

she and her parents were talking about rvhat

the problem with her school, It was a joke, rei

iust go rlroue in with Gammy for the year. Bt

her parents were sitting at the tiny kitchen u
as if they hadn't moved since dinner the ni1

said that they'd written to her school and y

that, yes, that was the plan. Cecelia was ha

whom she was angriest at - her parents, for r
school, for letting her be yanked. It wasn't cl
was the opposite af fair,It was a Sucky Situa
moving from a small apartment to a huge hc

vastly outweighed by the crushing feeling o

and profound injustice. But Cecelia had tried r

abeaoy a thousand times, and this was still
so the idea of justice didn't really matter anr.:



'auop sBlr{ 1I 'eJolul.uE Jet}Blu /11ear l.uprp of,rlsn[ Jo Eepr aql os

'dn pepue arls orer{^ IIus sE^\ srqt puu 'serurl puesnoqr e dpuarle
8urql,{.roae ureldxa ot perJt peq ErlereJ lng .arrlsn[ur puno;ord pur
ornlrrJ cltddlucode ;o 3ur1aa1 Eulqsnrc aqi dq paq8raarlno ,(1rsua

arazlr, s4rad duy 'asnoq atnq e o1 luaulrudr IIEr.us E ruor; Suraoru

tueelu tI Jr uo^e 'uotlenlrg d4cn5 u sp,r. tI 'JrEr;o alrsoddo orll se.r\

tI 
(1JEJ 

uI 'JIE, ot asolf, lcuse^a f1 'pa1ue/ ag Jaq 3ur1ra1 ro1 (loogcs

ror{ lE Jo 'raq 8ur1uu,( .ro; 'sluarud Jaq - lB tsou8ue sp^\ aqs ruoq.,t\

eprlep or passard-prerl su.^a Erla3a3 'ueld agr sBn lugt .sa,{ ,teqt

puB plJlsy ot uE>lods puE Ioor1JS Jer{ ot ueprJarr p,deqt }eql prBS

deqr pue'aroyag'tg8ru erll Jauurp ef,urs pa^o{u l.upug deqr;r se

'roqspoolq sada (alqel uarlJlr>l durl aql le Sulllrs araar sluared .raq

'Sururour txau aql tng'wart aql ,toJ rtw.twog qqffi wl aaou,t oB $n[
pruoqs I aqrtaw - d1ps.r 'a4ol u sE.ry\ ]I 'looqrs req qlrar uralqord aqr

allos ot trog 'op o] ]EqAr rnoge 3ur>11e1 eJa.rr sluarud Jar{ pue oqs

uaqzrr Surssed ur lsorUIE prEs pBg BrloleJ Surqtauros sp^.lJ .sf,Jo^rp

alqelr^aur Jregl arorag lqgu 
(uorsr^eler uo prp sluered s,a1doad,(ua,r

aql (1earq u aIEl ol lueruaar8e uE eJotu sezw r1 'dylercglo lou 'raq
palladxa l(upeq loor{rs reH 'ssol Jo erolu (uorlcalord sseutr.4t su.r\{ 1I

'trauJalur erl] ol ssaJf,B purl pue u331rlq1 sE^\ eqs 'apuds e aprds e lyec
plnol ?rleloJ 1nq suny aq or posoddns se,tr luatua8uurJE erlJ 'tlnpe
ue ,(q urerl eqt oluo pauof,sa Suraq seu qllrlla Jo euo (sdooq 

;o
sarres E q8norqr dun[ ol ueoryU puu uoeurr{] ro sa8u aqt uea.&\teq sJo

-prr parueduroJf,Bun parmbar IEJturV'dnos ropo,(poq e41 pollaurs

teqt rxel E Jo lees >lluq aql ur sluarud Jeq uaaluaq ]Es ErlecaJ

AI IXEI

L

.J3AaU uEr{l
-.rua,(-tq8ra-d1xrs B se,t\ aqs 'Jealo se.t\ Jr ,ar

ot e^Eq uosrad E prp saurl dueu.troq - sasr

eraul\ eJeql 'aJrl srql ur lou ,alsBzyr ot arun c

ol lq8rerls qtnou s.erprrfl pal1nd pue dn paq
-Jrp su,ry\ ,(epor rng ,qlnotu req rnq Surqlire
slaer{J s<prrlsv Surssrl dp;os par:e1s orprr!
ol eruanbas pue ruqrlgr urelrar E sur\ aJagl

'lrnsn sy'petsneqxa dpappns .sada raq pas<

dn peddord erprrg pue >lreq raq uo prrts\r .

uo Jaqlo rlruo 01 trxeu u.{\op del pue ,1aes I

s,eldoad raglo JJo pexul\ ucrssa[ patueu ueru(
uB eJarl^\ uooJ aqt otul sluls aqt puqaq
po{le/y\,(aq1 'pueq rar{ erprrg pa.ralyo pue i1

'uorlnlos u peg sdezrle ags ..ragtrE

dpears se 'aur1 lg8re4s E s8.6. r{tnotu s(atplg
'1arre1 a,(a lE oro^4. plrlsv pue eqs leqt os rr-tlo

,o luoJJ Jqt ol punoJr 8ur>11uarr .pres erp:rg

.'ueneqs 
(11am 

'a1ury e 1aa; rsn[ I 'BrEqrEg a

mou>1 nor( - ua^a l,uplp I .os 
luqr l.uop I

s(prrlsv oluo la.tr'ol u Suraoru .pa4st

snvul



I]MMA STRAUB

'The Big House is really best in the late summer, the whole
valley, re ally.' Cecelia's father, Nicholas Strick, Nicky Stricky,
was the baby of his taniily, and had run a\\,-ay from his par-
ents' house before his eig[-rteenth birthday and returned only for
holidays arrd special occasior-rs that had been guilt-tripped fol
months in adv;rnce. I-Ie was not a reliable source. The taxi turned
onto Flatbush Aver.rue ancl headed tolr.irrd the Manhattan Bridge,
Cecelia tht>r"Lght her father could be tlre r.nost lrandsome father in
the world if he shaved his be:ird or cut the short, messy ponytail
that he usually \,vore ar the nape of his neck, or bought clothes
thrrt weren't made for ranchers and cowboys. Instead her father
ah.vays looked like some one who could be handsome if he r,vanted

to be, but the beard and the clothes and the hair: were effective
dete r rents.

'She really does have great taste, and she knows everybody,'

Juliette said. Cecelia's tnom was French and knew about good
taste, ever)'one said so. Juliette liked Astrid lretter than her hus-
band did. She mir1.- have liked Astrid better than her husband,
period. ''Ihere are big, clean pr.rblic swimming pools, and you
only ever have to wait because someone is slow, not because

there :rre ir lrundre d people ahead of yoLr, Claphantis great, ch6-

ric, yott kno'uv that. You always liked going there, even rvhen
that hcluse rvas like a toddler disirster. and I was always afraid yoLr

were atrout to kill yourself on the edge of something. And any-
way, it's better to be in the countryside, it gives the blood nrore
oxygen,'

That didn't sound trLre, but Cecel ia didn't bother to argue. And
if it w,as, what the hell had her parents been doing, depriving her
hlood of maximum oxygen for the past thirteen years? 'I already
agreed to this plan.It's fine, really.'Cecelia's suitcases were in the
trunk. 1bgethe r, the three of them - Cecelia and her parents - to<-rk

up every inch of space in the car, like cclmmuters on a rush-hour
F train.

'D'accord,' Juliette said, patting Cecelia's thigh. F{er chin wob-
bled, and she turned her face tou,ard the window. 'Okay.'

ALI- ADUI-1'S HE!.:

'Are you sure yoll want to go h\. \-oLrr.-
train up with you, get you settled.' \icir :
to go to Clapham before - maybe this r.,:.
rubbed his hands on his beard.

'Dad, it's fine. I'm just going to read rhe D.
It's orrly tu.o hours.'

'Can you manage the two b:rgs. vou :
ators.'Juliette was a dancer, both stro.-:
bodies, It w-as a good quality in a mothe r, \),

fallen down or injured herself as a chi -.
up a pant leg to show her drrughter a s.,:. 1

to remind herself of these things in orce
size piirata of her parents that she lvas r.-:
all times. It wasn't their fault, but it alsr:

parents were supposed to be the ones u':c .

things. But her parents had never been i:.
Her mother was a dancer who pretendeC : .:

FIer lather was a hippie r,vho sold buncl..
to t,ounger hippie s on the internet. His ;,...r

their family, where he was famous for h .
peting farts. and lturnorous, impror i.r-:
handsome high school student in one mo., .
of Jake George, filmed when he himsei: ,',

school senior. He'd found the experience .

so apptrlling that he'd become a Buddhis: .
in a monastery in 'fibet. They weren't the : , -
orr anyone's behalf, even hers.

'It'll be {ine, VIom.'There was a tree-si-.::
Jng from the rearview mirror, and Cece,r: ,

and forth as they drove over the bridge. T.,r
ette silenced it with her thumb. It r,,'as l :.,
,to clouds, no traffic. It almost made Ce c:. -

but then she thought about going b:rck :
and having her best friend not speak :,' .

one else assume, because she was Iear Lns. :
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IIMMA STI{AI]1]

party - shaming her! Cecelia Raskin-Strick, n.ho had slept with
lrer American Gir[ dolls until she was tlelve, jLrst last year! And
they r,veren't even soff plastic! r\nd then slre r,,,irsn't sad, at least not
.rbout leaving, For the rest of the r:ide, her parents stared out their
respective w"inclou,s ancl Cecelia looked over the driver's shoulder,
trusting that he was going the right way.

Eau de Goat

Porter's bathroom smelled like goats becau

goats. She couldn't always smell it hersell
she was with the animals, but once she car
the shower, the steam opened up her pores

bloomed into a barnyard. It was worse r\
cheese, mostly because other people tendec

attribute the cheese smell to her own bod
smelled like the goats, the animals were cle;

After graduating from Harnpshire Colle;
back to Clapham fast, like a rubber band p

Her father had been dead for two and a I

at school in Massachusetts had felt so abs<

mother had insisted she stay. \7hat was the 1

asked. What would she do in Clapham but,
Porter thought that if she was going to find
in whatever form, it would be at home. Ar
reverting quickly to her teenage habits, bur v
cleaved off, as if her father had been a dream.
ing to walk with a limp - tough at first, but th
that she couldn't remember what life had ttlt

She'd worked as a substitute teacher at the tr
CIay Depot, a high-end pottery store on -\t
was nearing thirty, Porter's childhood frie:
her parents'land into an organic farm, and t

))
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